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His Majeſties 
MOST GRACIOUS 
SPEECH 
To both Houſes of 
PARLIAMENT 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


> 224-.) Ince I laſt: met you, I have uſed My beſt 

S&. Endeayours to Reduce Ire/and into ſuch 
a Condition. this Year, as that it might 
; be no longer a Charge to Exgiaud:; And 

6 it has pleaſed God to bleſs My Endea- 
IRE vours with ſuch Succeſs, that I doubt 
E not, but I ſhould have been fully pofleſt 
& of that Kingdom by this time,hadI been 
Enabled to have gone into the Field as 
ſoon as I ſhould_have done, and as is 

Ds more eſpecially Neceſſary in Irelazd, 
where the Rains are ſo great, and begin ſo early. 

Ithink My Self obliged to take Notice,how well the Army there 
have behaved themſelves on all Occaſions, and born great Hard- 
ſhips with little Pay, and with ſo much Patience and Willing- 
neſs, as could not proceed but from an AﬀeQtionate Duty to My 
Service, and a Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion. 
| I have already made it evident, how muchT have preferred the 
SatisfaGtion of My SubjeQts before the moſt ſolid Advantages of the 
Crown, by parting with ſo conſiderable a Branch of its Iaherj- 
tance; And itis no leſs apparent, that I have asked no Revenye 
tor My Self, but what I have readily ſubjected to be Charged to 
the Uſes ofthe War. | 19.97 | 

I did at My Departure give Ordet for all rhe Publick Accompts 
' to be made ready for Me againſt My Return, and I have Com- 
manded them to be laid before rhe Houſe of Commons; ;. by 
which they will ſee,” rhat the real Want of what was necelſlary 
beyond the Fonds given, and rhe nor getting in due time that. for 
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which Fonds were Afſigned, have been the principal Cauſes wh 
the Army is in {o much Arrear of their Pay, and the Stores both f 
the Navy and the Ordnance not ſupplied as they ought to be. 3 

Now, asI bavencither ſpared My Perſon, nor My Pains, to 
you all the Good I could ; 1o Idoubr, nor, but,if you will as cheer: 
tully do your Parts, it isin your Power to make both Me and your 
ſelves Happy, and the Nation Great : And on the other hand, ir 
too plain, by what the Frezch have let you ſee fo lately, that if the 
preſent War be not projecuted with Vigour, no Nation in the 
World is expoſed to greater Danger. : 

I hope therefore, there will need no-more upon that Subjed, 
than to Lay before you, Geatiemen oftlie Houſe of' Commons, thi 
State of what will be Neceſlary tor the Support of the Fleetiang 
Armys ; which cannot pothbly admir of being Leſlen'd in the Year 
enſuing ; and to Recommen4 to your Care.the Clearing of My 
Revenue, ſoas to Enable Me to Subfiſt, andto Maintain the Chargg 
of the Civil Liſt ;- the Reveaue being ſo Engaged, that it muſt bg 
wholly Apply'd, after the Firlt of November next, to Pay: off the 
Debts already Charged-upon. it : And therefore a: preſent Conf 
deration mult be had of the Arrears of the Army, which ſh: 
likewiſe be laid before you, and tor ail which I mult deſire a ſuffi 
cient and timely Supply. tes; LPN | 

It is farther Necelilary to inform you, That the whole Support 
of the Confederacy abroad, willabſolutely depend upon the Speed 

. and Vigour of your Proceedings in this Seſſion. ., *  * ©! 

And here I muſt take Notice, with great SatisfaCtion, of the Rea» 
dineſs which My SubggQs.of all Degrees have ſhewn both inthis 
City, and in their ſeveral Countries, by giving their: Afſiſtances-fo 
cheerfully as they did in My. Abſence, while the French Fleet was 
upon Our Coaſts. And beſides this, 'o convincing'Mark of the 
good Inclinations of My People, I have found through all the Couns 
tries where I paſſed, both ar My Going into TIre/azd, and in my-Res 

turn from thence, {uch Lemonſtrations of their AﬀeQtion, thatT 
have not the leaſt Doubt, .bur I ſhall find. the ſame from their Rg- 
preſentatives in Parliameat, . | q 
I cannot conclude, without taking Notice allo, how much the' 
Honour of the-Nation has been expoled by the ill Conduct of My! 
Fleet, in the [laſt Summers Engagement againſt the Frezch ; AndT 
think My Self ſo much concern'd to ſee it Vindicated, thatTcannot 
-reſtfatisfied,till an Example bas been made of ſuch as {hall be-found! 
faulty upon their Examination and Trial, which was. not praGie} 
"cable while the whole Fleet was abroad, bur is now put into the: 
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proper Way of being done as ſoon as may. be. End - oo 
 & My Lords and Gentlemen, : 
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| {-being of this-Kingdom,, to depegd' 
upon the Reſult of your Counſels and Determinationgat,this rame 7; 
And the Benefit wilt be double by.the Speed of your Reſolutions, ine? 
ſomuch,that I hope you will agree with Me inthis Cancluſion, That? 
whoever goes about to obſtrutt- ot:djvert your Applications. to theſe Mat«' 
'rers, preferably-to all others;con neither be My Friend nor the Kqugdoms:; | 


I look upon the future Wel 
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